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2008 White House News Photographers Award Winners Announced:
Jahi Chikwendiu and Jay L. Clendenin Win Top Honors

NationÕs Leading Photojournalists Compete for Top Industry Awards
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(WASHINGTON, D.C. Ð Jan. 20, 2008) Ð The White House News Photographers Association announced Sunday, Jan. 20,
2008, that Washington Post photographer Jahi Chikwendiu has been named  ÒPhotographer of the YearÓ and Los Angeles
Times photographer Jay L. Clendenin has won ÒPolitical Photo of the YearÓ in the 2008 ÔThe Eyes of HistoryªÕ contest
judging over the weekend at the National Geographic Society in Washington, D.C.

Jahl Chikwendiu of the Washington Post won the White House News Photographers Association ÔThe Eyes of HistoryªÕ
Photographer of the Year award for the first time with the 2008 contest.  His first place in the picture story-feature category
was titled: Continuous War: Cluster Bombs in South Lebanon.  He also won first place in the Portfolio category, second place
in Picture story-news category.  His Award of Excellence in the Picture Story-Feature category gives an intimate and chilling
look at lives of students and teachers in a high school in the District of Columbia. ÒThis has been the busiest year of my life,Ó
said Chikwendiu after learning of his win, Òand I am grateful for the recognition.  Although I was the one making the
photographs, it wasnÕt a solo effort.  I had the help of Donita, my wife,  and the people I work with at the  Washington Post.  I
am also indebted to the people I photographed who let me into their lives.Ó

The ÒPolitical Photo of the YearÓ was awarded to Jay L. Clendenin of the Los Angeles Times for his image of Presidential
candidates Senators Hillary Rodham Clinton and Barack Obama during the State of the Union speech in 2007.

ÒThe White House News Photographers Association  ÔThe Eyes of HistoryªÕ contest brings the best images of the President,
political leaders, and major domestic and international news stories of the year to be judged by the finest photographers and
directors of photography in the business,Ó said White House News Photographers Association president Dennis Brack. ÒThe
best of the best have been selected and we are extremely proud of the excellent images and intelligent choices of the judges.Ó

The judges for the 2008 ÔThe Eyes of HistoryªÕ stills competition were Dudley M. Brooks, Photo Director for Ebony/Jet
Magazines, Gail Fisher, senior editor, photography, The National Geographic, and Chris Hondros, staff photographer, Getty
Images.

The top winners of the still and television contests will be honored at the annual ÒEyes of HistoryªÓ Gala on May 10, 2008, at
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Washington. The black-tie event celebrates all the winning photojournalists and the President of the
United States. Nearly 1,000 guests, including government dignitaries and industry celebrities, and The President attend.

The television competition will be judged Feb. 8th and 9th, also at the National Geographic Channel headquarters in
Washington. The WHNPA is an 87-year-old non-profit organization dedicated to supporting the efforts of WashingtonÕs
professional photojournalists. The WHNPA aims to provide professional and educational outreach to its members and the
community through scholarships, programming, an annual competition, and a celebration of the industry at the annual Eyes of
History gala.

For more information please contact Dennis Brack at dennis@dennisbrack.com (703-622-5949) or business director Heidi
Elswick at heidi@whnpa.org (301-606-8251). For further information about ÔThe Eyes of HistoryªÕ and to view the winning
images and videos, visit the WHNPA website at www.whnpa.org.

The WHNPA and The Eyes of Historyª  are sponsored in part by Nikon, Tiffen/Domke, Digital Railroad, Continental Airlines, and PNY.


